
 

TO GLORIFY AND ENJOY GOD
WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM

���� THE PENALTY OF THE LAW AND THE WAY TO BE SAVED 

 

Review – Where are we in the Catechism?

a. Discuss the Logic of the Catechism’s Structure:
 

Question 3: What do the Scriptures principally 

God, and what duty God requires of man. 

God requireth of man, is obedience to his revealed will”.  

obedience? A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedience, was the moral law.
 

b. What are the “three uses

 

Question 82:  Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of God?

able in this life perfectly to keep the commandments of God,

word, and deed.(2)               
               

Question 83:  Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous?

of several aggravations, are more heinous in the sight of G

Question 84:  What doth every sin deserve

life, and that which is to come.(1)  

 

1. “No mere man since the fall is able in this life perfectly to keep the commandments of God

a. How do the following verses make this clear?  

b. What do the terms “thought, word and deed

sinful behavior in human experience?  

c. How does man’s fallen condition affect his 

2. “Some sins … are more heinous in the sight of God than others …

a. Since “all sins deserve God’s wrath and curse

the same infinite God?   

b. What light do the following verses shed on the matter?

c. “God’s wrath and curse, both in this life, and that which is to come

i. Suggest some ways sin and its wages have been “demoted” by today’s church?

ii. What practical effects should an awareness of the penalty of the Law have on our lives 

as Christians?   

 

Question 85:  What doth God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin

escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, 

repentance unto life,(1) with the diligent use of all the outward mean

to us the benefits of redemption.(2) 

 

1. “Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption”
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TO GLORIFY AND ENJOY GOD 
WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM 

STUDY 18 

THE PENALTY OF THE LAW AND THE WAY TO BE SAVED 

Where are we in the Catechism? 

Discuss the Logic of the Catechism’s Structure: 

What do the Scriptures principally teach? A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe concerning 

 Question 39: What is the duty which God requireth of man?

God requireth of man, is obedience to his revealed will”.  Question 40: What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his 

A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedience, was the moral law. 

three uses” of the Moral Law (summarized in 10 Commandments)?

 

Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of God? A. No mere man since the fall is 

able in this life perfectly to keep the commandments of God,(1) but doth daily break them in thought, 
              (1) Eccl. 7:20; 1 John 1:8,10; Gal. 5:17 (2) Gen. 6:5; Gen. 8:21; Rom. 3:9

Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous? A. Some sins in themselves, and by reason 

of several aggravations, are more heinous in the sight of God than others.(1)  

(1) Ezek. 8:6,13,15; 1 John 5:16; Ps. 78:17,32,56  

What doth every sin deserve? A. Every sin deserveth God’s wrath and curse, both in this 
   

                (1) Eph. 5:6; Gal. 3:10; La

“No mere man since the fall is able in this life perfectly to keep the commandments of God…” 

How do the following verses make this clear?  Eccl.7:20; 1John 1:8-10 

thought, word and deed” imply about human nature and the progression of 

sinful behavior in human experience?   

How does man’s fallen condition affect his ability to obey God’s Moral Law?   

Some sins … are more heinous in the sight of God than others … every sin deserveth God’s wrath and curse

all sins deserve God’s wrath and curse”, aren’t all sins equally infinite, being committed against 

 

What light do the following verses shed on the matter?  Jn.15:21-22; Jn.19:11; 

and curse, both in this life, and that which is to come” 

Suggest some ways sin and its wages have been “demoted” by today’s church?

What practical effects should an awareness of the penalty of the Law have on our lives 

 

t doth God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin

escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, 

with the diligent use of all the outward means whereby Christ communicateth 
(2)    

 (1) Acts 20:21 (2) Prov. 2:1-5; Prov. 8:33

“Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption” 

THE PENALTY OF THE LAW AND THE WAY TO BE SAVED ���� 

A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe concerning 

What is the duty which God requireth of man? A. The duty which 

What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his 

Law (summarized in 10 Commandments)? 

A. No mere man since the fall is 

but doth daily break them in thought, 

Gen. 6:5; Gen. 8:21; Rom. 3:9-21; James 3:2-13   

A. Some sins in themselves, and by reason 

Ezek. 8:6,13,15; 1 John 5:16; Ps. 78:17,32,56   

? A. Every sin deserveth God’s wrath and curse, both in this 

Eph. 5:6; Gal. 3:10; Lam. 3:39; Matt. 25:41   

” imply about human nature and the progression of 

 

wrath and curse” 

equally infinite, being committed against 

; Lk.12:47-48  

Suggest some ways sin and its wages have been “demoted” by today’s church?   

What practical effects should an awareness of the penalty of the Law have on our lives 

t doth God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin? A. To 

escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, 

s whereby Christ communicateth 

5; Prov. 8:33-36; Isa. 55:3   



 

a. Read Question 32: What benefits do they that are effectually called 

effectually called do in this life partake of justification, adoption, and sanctification, and the several benefits which 

in this life do either accompany or flow from them

redemption” by His finished work, in what sense does God “
 

Question 86:  What is faith in Jesus Christ

receive and rest upon him alone for salvation, as he 

1. “Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace

a. What do this phrase and the following verses tell us about faith in Jesus Christ?

Eph.2:8-9 

2. “We receive and rest upon him alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel

a. How is the “saving grace” of faith different from simple 

His work?   

b. Why must we receive Christ on His own terms
 

Question 87:  What is repentance unto life

sinner, out of a true sense of his sin,

grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God,

obedience.(5)     

 

1. “Repentance unto life is a saving grace”

a. What do this phrase and the following verses tell us about 

2:12-13 

2. “Out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ … with grief and hatred of his sin, turn 

from it unto God, with full purpose of, and end

a. What are the essential components of repentance, in your own words?

b. How are “saving faith” and 
 

Question 88:  What are the outward means whereby Christ communicateth

The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption, 

are his ordinances, especially the word, sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the 

elect for salvation.(1)     

 

1. “The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption are His ordinances

a. What are the inward means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits of redemption?  

b. How are these inward means formed in the heart of the believer

c. Read Acts 2:41-42. What are God’s “

2. “All which are made effectual to the elect for salvation

a. Are the ordinances of God 
   

“I confess it is not the means that will either beget or increase faith; but it is the Spirit of God in the use of means that 

that as the means will not do it without the Spirit, neither will the Spirit do it without the means, where the means may be 

Wherefore, I pray you, do not you hinder him from using the means
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What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this life?

effectually called do in this life partake of justification, adoption, and sanctification, and the several benefits which 

in this life do either accompany or flow from them.  If Christ has purchased for us these “

” by His finished work, in what sense does God “require” something from us?  

What is faith in Jesus Christ? A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace,

receive and rest upon him alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.(2) 
(1) Heb. 10:39 (2) John 1:12; Isa. 26:3,4; Phil. 3:9; Gal. 2:16  

Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace” 

What do this phrase and the following verses tell us about faith in Jesus Christ?

receive and rest upon him alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel” 

” of faith different from simple assent to the Biblical truths of Christ and 

Why must we receive Christ on His own terms (“as he is offered to us in the Gospel

What is repentance unto life? A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace,

sinner, out of a true sense of his sin,(2) and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ,

is sin, turn from it unto God,(4) with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new 

   (1) Acts 11:18 (2) Acts 2:37,38 (3) Joel 2:12; Jer. 3:22 (4) Jer. 31:18,19 

Repentance unto life is a saving grace” 

and the following verses tell us about “repentance unto life

Out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ … with grief and hatred of his sin, turn 

from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience”  

What are the essential components of repentance, in your own words? 

and “repentance unto life” related?  

What are the outward means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption

The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption, 

are his ordinances, especially the word, sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the 
  

                                       (1) Matt. 28:19,20; Acts 2:42,46,47

The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption are His ordinances

means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits of redemption?  

means formed in the heart of the believer?   

42. What are God’s “ordinances”, and why are they said to be “o

to the elect for salvation” 

Are the ordinances of God in themselves able to communicate the benefits of redemption?

I confess it is not the means that will either beget or increase faith; but it is the Spirit of God in the use of means that 

that as the means will not do it without the Spirit, neither will the Spirit do it without the means, where the means may be 

Wherefore, I pray you, do not you hinder him from using the means.” 

(Edward Fisher) 

partake of in this life? A. They that are 

effectually called do in this life partake of justification, adoption, and sanctification, and the several benefits which 

.  If Christ has purchased for us these “benefits of 

” something from us?   

? A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace,(1) whereby we 

  
John 1:12; Isa. 26:3,4; Phil. 3:9; Gal. 2:16   

What do this phrase and the following verses tell us about faith in Jesus Christ?  Gal.2:16; 

to the Biblical truths of Christ and 

red to us in the Gospel”)?   

? A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace,(1) whereby a 

and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ,(3) doth, with 

with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new 

Jer. 31:18,19 (5) Ezek. 36:31   

repentance unto life”? Acts 11:18; Joel 

Out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ … with grief and hatred of his sin, turn 

to us the benefits of redemption? A. 

The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption, 

are his ordinances, especially the word, sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the 

Matt. 28:19,20; Acts 2:42,46,47 

The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption are His ordinances” 

means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits of redemption?   

ordinary”?   

able to communicate the benefits of redemption? 

I confess it is not the means that will either beget or increase faith; but it is the Spirit of God in the use of means that doth it: so 

that as the means will not do it without the Spirit, neither will the Spirit do it without the means, where the means may be had. 


